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PRESS RELEASE

e EU agriculture remains highly dependent on fertilizer imports, and
grapples with drought challenges. Yet, annually, 200 billion litres of urine
are flushed away with over 6 trillion litres of drinking water in EU toilets.

e In 2023, Toopi Organics launched its first product based on human urine
fermentation in France and Belgium: an organic and low-carbon footprint
plant biostimulant for the partial replacement of phosphate-based
fertilizers (up to 50%).

e Toopi announced in September 2023 a €16M Series A aimed at financing
the construction of two industrial sites in France and Belgium. The EIC
Accelerator (€2.4M grant, plus €6M equity in 2025) will support EU
deployment, starting with 120 agronomic trials in 6 member states.

Bordeaux, France, November 14", 2023 — Toopi Organics, a French biotechnology startup
developing plant biostimulants derived from the fermentation of human urine, has been
awarded €8.4 million from the EIC Accelerator, Europe’s flagship innovation programme for
deeptech startups. Funding includes a €2.4 million non-dilutive grant, as well as €6 million in
equity to be invested in 2025. Toopi Organics’ first move will consist in launching 120
agronomic trials in 6 target member states: Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, Spain, Portugal
and ltaly.

Every year, 200 billion litres of urine are flushed away with over 6 trillion litres of drinking water
in EU toilets. Concurrently, Europe faces increasingly frequent and severe drought conditions”,
and remains highly dependent on fertilizer imports (>70% for phosphorus)?.

“We believe urine is the missing link to close the nutrient loop between consumers and farmers”
says Alexandra Carpentier, CEO of Toopi Organics. “Urine does not contain enough nutrients
to feed plants, but it is an excellent medium to cultivate micro-organisms of agronomic interest.
These micro-organisms can solubilize soil phosphorus, capture atmospheric nitrogen, or
protect crops from drought stress. Upcycling urine is therefore beneficial on many levels: water
preservation, fertilizer use and soil quality, as well as carbon footprint and crop productivity.”

1 Drought in Europe, June 2023
2 European Sustainable Phosphorus Platform



https://toopi-organics.com/
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
https://edo.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/news/GDO-EDODroughtNews202306_Europe.pdf
https://www.phosphorusplatform.eu/links-and-resources/p-facts
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In 2023, Toopi Organics collected urine in music festivals in France, Belgium, Spain &
Netherlands through partnerships with toilet rental companies WC Loc, Happee Services,
Un Petit Coin de Paradis, and Van Overbeek

In 2023, Toopi Organics collected the urine of aimost 2 million EU citizens. The company
installed waterless urinals in motorway rest areas®, theme parks*, and partnered with toilet
rental companies® to collect urine at music festivals and agricultural events in France, Belgium,
Spain, and the Netherlands. The company also launched its first product — the Lactopi Start —
in France® and Belgium’. This urine-based plant biostimulant, aimed at securing early growth
and optimizing the uptake of soil phosphorus, is approved for use in organic farming in 5 EU
member states. To ramp up production capacity and develop new products, Toopi Organics
closed a 16M€ series A in September 2023. The EIC accelerator funding now opens new
perspectives for the company:

“Our first full-scale industrial site in France will be up and running in 2025, and a second one

will follow in Belgium. With the support of the EIC, we can think bigger. We will explore the
needs of both Northern and Southern European countries, test our product on local crops,
begin exporting our products, and plan the construction of two additional factories in the EU.
Everything will therefore be twice as big: the team, the number of farmers we serve, the
volumes of urine to collect, and our impact in terms of water preservation and fertilizer-related
CO2 emissions.” Michael Roes, co-founder and President of Toopi Organics.

3 partnership with Vinci Autoroutes, 7 rest areas equipped, 10 more by the end of 2023

4 Partnership with the Futuroscope theme park announced in May 2023. Read press release

5 Enygea (WC Loc, Happee Services), Un Petit Coin de Paradis, Van Overbeek (through Inno Fest)
6 Exclusive distribution agreement with Qualifert in France

7 Partnership with the SCAM — the largest agricultural cooperative in Wallonia



https://www.vinci-autoroutes.com/
https://www.futuroscope.com/
https://toopi-organics.com/en/urine-collection-toopi-strengthens-its-partnership-with-the-futuroscope-theme-park-2-million-visitors-per-year/
https://www.enygea.com/
https://unpetitcoindeparadis.org/
https://www.van-overbeek.nl/en/home
https://innofest.co/mysteryland/
https://www.qualifert.fr/
https://www.scam-sc.be/Accueil.aspx
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About Toopi Organics

Toopi Organics, founded in 2019, is a high-impact biotechnology company that transforms human urine
into microbial plant biostimulants for agriculture. Headquartered in the South-West of France, Toopi
Organics now has a team of 30 employees spanning France and Belgium. Currently expanding its urine
collection network (highway rest areas, music festivals, public venues and theme parks), and reinforcing
its production capacities, the company targets distributing over 5 million litres of urine-based
biostimulants across Europe in 2029.

www.toopi-organics.com
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About the European Innovation Council (EIC) Accelerator

The EIC Accelerator offers start-ups and SMEs grants of up to €2.5 million combined with equity
investments through the EIC Fund ranging from €0.5 to €15 million or more. In addition to financial
support, all projects benefit from a range of Business Acceleration Services that provide access to
leading expertise, corporates, investors and ecosystem actors.

Learn more
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Press contact

Pierre-Emmanuel Gaultier / +33 7 49 65 5 23 / pe.gaultier@toopi-organics.com

Downloads

Press kit (key figures, bios, photos to download)

Advisors

IXEO Conseil (Laurence Riou, René Laversanne, Amandine Xolin)


http://www.toopi-organics.com/
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
mailto:pe.gaultier@toopi-organics.com
https://pitch.com/v/PR-EN-dxmrbb

